The William Creuze Memorial Fingerpost
The idea to create a memorial fingerpost as a lasting memento to William Creuze arose from a variety of developments.  Firstly, as plans emerged to build a new railway station to serve the needs of the town, we felt the time was approaching where serious improvements were needed to the footpath from Aston Fields to Buntsford Hill. The development of the old Garringtons’ site has seen a good job done to the footpath as far as Newton Bridge but it remained haphazard and poorly signed from thereon.  It was therefore with much pleasure that, about a year ago, the Society learned of the County Council’s agreement for work to commence later this year on resurfacing and widening work to sections south of the bridge.  

This means the path is set to become a much needed serious footway from Bromsgrove to the rural communities to the south east of the town, suitable for wheelchair use for the full distance to Buntsford Hill.  The idea of a memorial fingerpost arose from a local resident and member of the Milestone Society, Graham Stanton, drawing the Bromsgrove Society’s attention to an abandoned 1907 fingerpost upright, standing in Burcot Lane, forgotten and endangered.  The post used to indicate the way to Burcot but had been bereft of fingers since the town’s bypass cut the lane in half some 25 years ago.  It was unknown to The Bromsgrove Society and had long slipped from the Council’s radar.  Upon examination, we were delighted to find not only the date of manufacture cast into the iron but two splendid plaques, one recording that the fingerpost had been made by “W Richards and Son, Leicester” with the other warning the reader to “Post no Bills”! 
We were delighted to learn that the firm - founded by William Richards in 1840 - still exists, albeit in a much descended form and now trading as Richards Engineering Ltd.  Richards are still in Leicester and continue in the foundry business, today specialising in foundry sand capital equipment.    
Right at the outset of the planning stage, the Milestone Society’s Worcestershire Group had given the Bromsgrove Society much encouragement by offering to share   the cost of rehabilitating this valuable object.   We are also very grateful to the staff of the Bromsgrove District Council’s Street Scene Department for expert help in removing the fingerpost from its old position and replanting it in its new pleasing location beside the lime trees at the north end of the footpath.
The Milestone Society was formed ten years ago and recently embraced the study and preservation of historic waymarkers.   In 1697, in an attempt to avoid travellers becoming hopelessly and dangerously lost, a statutory duty was imposed on parishes to erect such markers at significant points along the main ways.  The earliest recorded eye-witness account of the provision was by the celebrated wayfarer Celia Fiennes the following year.  Writing about a journey she made between Garstang and Lancaster she said: “they have one good thing in most parts of this principality – at all the cross wayes there are Posts with Hands pointing to each road with the names of the great towns that it leads to, which does make up for the length of the miles that strangers may not loose their road and have to go back againe”.   In the ensuing centuries fingerposts and milestones provided a valuable aid in navigation to wayfarers, horse riders and coachmen and in later years to people exploring the countryside by bicycle and motor car.
When the fingerpost was erected in Burcot Lane in Edwardian times, it would have been painted white to make it conspicuous to coachmen and carriers (the tradition of painting such structures in the familiar black and white stripes is a convention that did not arrive until the 1930s).  Our immediate inclination was to paint the upright as original but after much consideration, a decision was made to go for all-black.  As a footpath sign, there is little need for high conspicuousness and we felt that all-black would be less obtrusive.  A second concession to practicalities concerns the method of attaching the fingers.  David Gosling, an authority on historic sign posts, advised that the finial at the top of posts made by William Richards unscrewed.  A flange under the finial located into a groove in the finger (with a corresponding flange and groove underneath) ensuring that when the finial was tightened, the fingers were securely clamped.  In the structure we are discussing, a D shaped hole in the finial for a tommy bar can clearly be seen as can the upper and lower flanges.  Unfortunately, the finial was seized up and the prospect of shearing off the upper mast was a risk we simply could not take. Fortunately, David Franklin, a local artistic blacksmith, came to our rescue with an offer to make a special fastening collar to secure the fingers.            
The fingerpost project has been a joint venture between the Bromsgrove Society, The Milestone Society Worcestershire Group and Bromsgrove District Council’s Street Scene Department.  Fingers by Leander Architectural, Dove Holes, Derbyshire; attachment collar by David Franklin, Artistic Blacksmith, Bromsgrove.  We are very grateful to Graham Stanton and also David Gosling of Signpost Restoration Ltd., Lanercost, Cumbria, for advice given and for help from Bromsgrove Society member Connle Swann (Connie is also a  member of the Milestone Society for which she specialises in recreating lost milestone plates).
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