Bromsgrove Engine House 1841
A pastel painting by Lawrence Roy Wilson NDD GRA

Mr. Wilson’s magnificent pastel painting conjecturally depicts William Creuze and his men dealing with a moment of crisis in the early months of 1841 with all three banking engines receiving attention.   The painting has been given to the people of the town by the Society in recognition of the contribution made by Creuze to Bromsgrove and to the modern rail network.        
Born in 1926, Roy Wilson developed a love of railways as a boy.  At the age of fifteen he entered the drawing office of the Vulcan Foundry, Newton le Willows.  A formal engineering apprenticeship beckoned but Roy’s love of art and design shone through and he won a scholarship to Manchester School of Art.  Three years of part-time study led to a diploma in design and a varied career which took him around the world.  Since retirement Roy has returned to art and is regularly found sketching amongst the displays at the National Railway Museum.  Inspired by historic and contemporary railways, his work combines stunning technical accuracy with engaging figure drawing.  
Bromsgrove Engine House 1841 is not the first time the Bromsgrove Society has been delighted to have featured Roy’s remarkable artistry.  In 2006, he kindly allowed us to publish his pastel painting of Big Bertha on the cover of Rousler magazine.    The year was the 50th anniversary of the locomotive’s scrapping and it was the first occasion that Rousler went to a reprint.  Indeed, demand, thanks to Roy’s sketch, was so high that two reprints were necessary.                 
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